THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

not recognized by Brahmanical law-givers, which
still survive.

Most of these forms of religion and many of these
customs still exist, in parts of northern India,
amongst people who are apparently descendants
of the Nagas or Asuras.

The worship of the Naga or hooded serpent
is general amongst the Dravidian people of the
south. Rudely sculptured representations of the
serpent or of the Naga domi-gods, to which
offerings are regularly made, are to be found
under nearly every large tree, Here, as in the
north, it is the Naga or Cobra, here called Chora,
which is held sacred, is a welcome visitor, and
must not be killed. Here, too, as in the Himalaya,
it is as the totem of their Naga forefathers that
the Nulla Paumbhu, or good snake, is venerated,

To the Naga demi-gods, as ancestors, divine
honours are paid. And amongst these ancestors,
of the Dravidians, arc the same Naga rajas who
are worshipped, also as ancestors, by the de-
scendants of the Asuras in the north of India.
As already mentioned, the offerings made to
living serpents, as well as to their sculptured
representatives, consist of milk, flour, fruit,
and grain, which are not the usual food of snakes,
but are the food of men. Flowers and lights are
also offered, as to ancestors. We find, too, that
should a cobra be killed, it is burned as if it were
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